
Speech celebration Ghandi 

‘Ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon. Thank you for inviting me to this 

celebration  to commemorate Mahatma Gandhi. It’s been two years since we 

gathered together to start the celebration of his 150th birthday year. Who 

would have thought only a few months later the world would change completely 

due to a virus. Our lives changed in ways no one could have imagined.   

As some of you might already know, Gandhi and I share the same roots. I was 

born in India, Calcutta, as the daughter of an Indian mother and a Belgian father. 

And after my mother died, when I was only six years old, I moved to Belgium, to 

Antwerp, to live with my father. As a young girl, splitting from my family and 

moving to a completely new and strange environment, it  had a great impact on 

my life.  

Although I was still very young when I left India, I still have some vivid memories 

about the time I lived there. One of them is about my grandmother sharing one 

of Gandhi’s wisdoms whenever I used to fight with one of my nephews and 

wanted to take revenge on them: an eye for an eye leaves the whole world 

blind. So for me, Gandhi is already there as long as I remember.  

I believe, I have faith and I have something spiritual in me. Ghandi is one of 

those people who – in a way – guides me in that spiritual journey. Also during 

the COVID-pandemic. I sometimes wondered how he would have dealt with a 

crisis of this proportion. As a dedicated walker himself, he probably wouldn’t 

have mind all the walking we advised people to do during lockdown.  

 



But all jokes aside, during a pandemic of this size people suffered. Way too 

many people lost their lives, their mother or father, a brother or sister, a friend 

or neighbour. People had to say goodbye in sometimes terrible circumstances to 

their loved ones. There were moments where people lost all hope and faith.  

Gandhi would have helped the ones who suffered. And he even would have 

seen the opportunities of a crisis this size. I tried to hold on to that attitude. 

Cause a pandemic of this size also created new solidarities. We learned to be 

very grateful again. Grateful for what we have during a time so much was taken 

from us. We appreciated again the work done by a cashier in a store or by our 

healthcare workers in hospitals. We applauded them, very literally, every 

evening at 20 PM. We grocery shopped for our sick neighbour and babysat the 

children of that nurse who had to do several extra shifts. As an alderwoman 

responsible for youth and education it was incredible to see how youth workers, 

educators and social workers collaborated to make sure none of our youngsters 

were left behind. We took care of one another.  

Last time I was standing here I promised to try to pass Gandhi’s idea to all. Well, 

COVID helped. Ghandi said that The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in 

service of others. People not always realised, but a lot of them felt their inner 

Ghandi in all that incredible work they did for others. And for that it’s good we 

keep on remembering him.  

 

 


